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In his speech at the Mile find baths, on 
Thursday, 31st March, ROBESON several times more or 
less hinted at being a Communist, Somebody asked 
Michael SHAPIRO afterwards if Paul iraa a Party 
member. This was his answer: "How should I know, 
but what does it matter, he is working for us and 
delivering our message to thousands of people." 

Denis BUCKLE, a negro, of 57 Cbarrlwood 
Street, S.W. 1., is in charge of ROBESON'S Party 
arrangements while he is here. 


^h Aprii xgaa 





8 * 7 ^ 


Catalogue Reference:KV/^/1829 





Temole Bar aJ5I . (Communist Party il.Q) 
Incoming. 


Charlotte LOVELL rings Reuben FALBER, She 

explained that Ike(?) CLAYTON hss -^sked her to 

ring Reuben with regard to the PaulR02£fi0N 

aff-'.ir, she anted to know if hff "Bad got in 

touch with BUCKLE about it. Reuben said 

CLA.YION had got on to him a v.eek ago, saying he 

wanted to fl**£Oil£SjfiS'ja» for 'the thing*, and 

asked if he, Reuben knew whether there was any 

agreementoperatingj Reuben said he knew there 

was some one responsible, but no one from there(K.S)- 

he later ascertained that BUCKLE was the man concernet 5 

and /.as nov writing to CLAYTON to that effect. 

Chailotte asked him to give her BUCKLE*s address. 

Reuben said it is 57, Chari wood Street.S. .I. or N.VJ.I, 5 
and he /as not on the phone. Chaiotte said 

she ^ould send him a -ire. 


K.tfcE. 


n.t«s. 

59/^67 
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REFER TO APPROPRIATE 
OFFICER ELI-CRE USING 



Paul Ri 


Paul ROBESON mot the members of the 
Paddington Communist Party as arranged at 613 Clive court, 

W. 9» on 1st April 1949-. About 70 people were present. 
ROBESON appeared at about 9.30 p.m., after having a 
conference vdth a Mr. yATrSHAT.T. who is said to live in 
a flat at 165 Clive Court, w.9. MARSHALL is thought 
to be a member of the British Communist parly, and it is 
said that he is a former manager of ROBESON' s. 

ROBESON apologised for keeping the 
"comrades" waiting. Apart from a few songs and recitations 
ROBESON spent most of the evening telling the party members 
present about the Communist Parly of the U.S.A. He described 
WALLACES Progressive Party, and told of his experiences 
in general. 


According to ROBESON, the American 
"ruling class" would not be able to start a war, as the 
people were too much against it. He claimed that the 
membership and influence of the United States C.P. was 
growing. He adddd that the most important sections of 
the population, the engineers, miners and seamen, were so 
strongly under the influence of the party that they would 
not participate in a war against the Soviet.people. 

4 

ROBESON claimed that, during his latest 
talk with Henry WALLACE, the latter indicated that "Marxism" 
uld be the only solution of the world's problems. 


ROBESON intends to take part in the coming 
"Peaoe Congress" which is to be held in Paris from April 20th. 
He may, however, have to change his plans if the trial of the 
leaders of the United States C.P. goes badly, and it becomes,, 

necessary to arouse public sympathy. In that case 
would return tc the U.S.A. at once. 
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PHIL PIRATIN phoned ARNOLD to know what his timetable 
was to be for the next few days, (re election addresses 
and meetings). He spoke to SID and asked fibe the 
timetable for Thursday. fAttb ROBES ON was apparently 
going^there to sing, or smg ana ta'fiK f whichever he was 
askedU4p.SID was going to discuss the matter with 


JACK PERRY. He was also getting in touch with VIC80R 
MARCH with reference to VICTOR picking Up ROEESON. y 
SID promised to phone PHIL again to make final arrangements 
with him about Thursday. (Mile End Rd.??)/ / f 




Image Re 
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Co .y to B.3. b. 


PILE 


44990/B. 1. b/]LLB. 


2nd April 1949. 


To: Jt. i’hiatlethwaite, Esq,, 

British Embassy, /ashingtoru 

Director-General. 



'.Vlth reference to your letter Y. 1076 dated 18th 
February 1949* *e should have let you know earlier 
that we are collecting information on YO&iiCCJ' s visit 
to this oountry and propose to let you have a summary 
when his visit has come to an end. 


He Is expected to leave for the United states 
immediately after the Easter holiday. 

For the present, you may care to knew that, as 
was expected, he has been In frequent touch with 
Lumbers of the British Contounist Party eho appear to 
have made themselves responsible for arranging his 
list of engageii«nts. Details will be included in 

- o> • ewnmary. 

C.X.A. also have asked for information about 
FlOH&sGN's activities in the United Kingdom and on 
the Continent. ,7e propose to let thaa. have a note 
separately, so that they may pass our information on 
to Washington, while you kee the F.B.I. informed. 



Catalogue Reference:KV/2/1829 


Image Referen 




April, 1949 


RUSSIA TODAY 


17 


Many Happy 
Returns, Paul 

} T takes courage these days to be a progressive 
American, and even more if the American 
happens to be black. Yet nothing deters the 
plain-speaking of the most recent and most 
welcome visitor to these shores, Paul Robeson. 

Croydon members of the British-Soviet Society 
were foremost among the 4 00 who sent a letter 
of appreciation to him following one of his 
appearances as a singer—a letter which said : 

“ We, citizens of Croydon, take this oppor¬ 
tunity to welcome you to our borough, and 
to convey our deep feelings of affection. 

“ Your singing has delighted millions ; but 
it is not only for your artistry that this apprecia¬ 
tion is written ; 
it is also for the 
m a gnificent 
work that you 
have done ^ in 
the fight against 
race hatred, and 
the sincerity of 
your efforts to 
secure peace. 

“ We honour 
your long and 
consistent em¬ 
phasis on friend¬ 
ship with the 
Soviet Union 
as being an 
essential to 
lasting peace 
and prosperity. 

“ Great harm 
would come to mankind if the present division 
of nations is not speedily overcome. Therefore 
we thank you and pledge ourselves to emulate 
your work to build friendship between the 
peoples of the world, and so avoid the tragedy 
of another world war. 

“ Yours sincerely and fraternally, 

“ R. Jarvie, V. C. Osborne, S. Chandler,” 

—a letter which Paul was happy to receive and 
to which he replied with his good wishes. 

Paul, son of a runaway slave who became a 
minister of the Church, became himself a tower 
of learning and of sport at Rutgers and Harvard. 
He practised law before his voice and his acting 
ability gave him a pre-eminent place. His son 
Pauli is now 21 and graduating from Cornell 
University, but he still speaks fluent Russian, 
having spent his childhood schooling in Moscow, 
as the only place in which he could grow up on 
terms of complete equality with his fellows. 

Paul himself will be 51 on April 17, and we 
send our greetings to one who works hard for 
friendship with the U.S.S.R., and one who 
remains the unspoilt, lovable person known to 
millions for his contributions to art and human 
progress. 





In London the other day, Paul Robeson was 
interviewed by Phyllis Rosner. Here it is only 
possible to give a few extracts which reveal 
Paul Robeson the man, the father, world citizen 
with a profound knowledge of ancient and 
modern history and culture, speaker of more 
than 20 languages, including Gaelic, Chinese, 
Russian, and Ancient and Modem Greek. 

With this background, Paul’s first interest 
is in the struggle and progress of the negro people. 
At the end of his present English tour, he in¬ 
tends to help arouse the conscience of the world 
on the struggle of the negro and colonial-peoples. 

“ It is,” he said, “ my responsibility. I do not 
want this problem to be relegated to the back¬ 
ground. I owe it to the negro people whom I 
serve as a pan of this struggle. The Chinese 
people arc taking care of themselves and, perhaps, 
the Indian too, but the struggle of the negro and 
colonial world is continuing. Until the African 
and West Indian people are free the Englishman 
will not be free because the forces that control 
him can still exploit him by exploiting cheap 
colonial labour.” 

For the past two years he has given up all 
professional concert work in America, so that 
he could devote himself to “ movements like 
that of the coloured peoples and the -Greek 
Resistance.” 

At the end of April Paul Robeson is going 
to Scandinavia, after which he will return to 
Britain “ to do a series of concerts for the Labour 
Movement, for the miners and so on. Where 
there is a charge for admission, there will be 
plenty of seats at is. and is. 6d.,” he added. 

Paul Robeson hopes to visit the Eastern 
European countries and then go on to the Soviet 
Union for the Pushkin Festival in June. He is 
able to speak personally and in their own 
languages to the people he meets in these 
countries, and is looking forward particularly to 
meeting the leaders of the Greek Liberation 
movement and of the new State of Israel. Later 
in the year, he returns to Britain to do a ten-week 
season of Othello. 

“ Finally,” says Phyllis Rosner, “ I asked 
Paul Robeson about his 21-year-old son.” 
“ He’s in school in the States but will probably 
take a post-graduate engineering degree at 
Moscow University. People ask me why he isn’t 
still in Moscow, where he went to school as a 
boy, and why I don’t live in the Soviet Union. 
My answer is : ‘ They have won their struggle 
in the Soviet Union—in America we are not yet 
free—so I am there.’ ” 

When Paul Robeson first visited Russia in the 
early thirties, he said of his visit “ All I can say 
is that the moment I came there I realised I 
had found what I had been seeking all my life.” 

We salute Paul Robeson, outstanding leader of 
the peoples of the world, outspoken friend of the 
Soviet Union, fearless fighter for the advance¬ 
ment of peoples everywhere, and tireless advo¬ 
cate of his own, the negro people. Add to all 
these qualities that Paul Robeson is one of the 
greatest living figures in the world of theatre 
and music. 

We can be proud of our friend—Paul Robeson. 


—m 
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